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In the past months, I’ve written to you about receiving 
the flow of abundance that belongs to you, for God told us 
that 2016 is to be “A Year of Abundance.” So again, I want to 
start with what Jesus stated in John 10:10: “The thief cometh 
not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that 
they might have life, and that they might have it more ABUN-
DANTLY.” 

What God has in mind for us is abundance. However, 
that abundance is not automatic. We have to be in position 
to receive an abundant flow.

You may have a cell phone and a phone company that 
provides you service, but you may get into a certain place 
where your phone doesn’t get a signal; therefore, you can’t 
make or receive a phone call. You still have your phone, and 
you still have a phone service plan, but you have no signal. 
Likewise, you can be born again, and all the blessings of God 
have been made yours, but you may not be in position for 
those blessings to reach your life. 

In the Word, we can see instruction on what to do to stay 
in position to receive all that God has provided for us. I want 
to look at one particular instruction the Word gives that can-
not be overlooked if we’re to receive abundance.

Deuteronomy 28:47 & 48 tells us, “Because you did not 
serve the Lord your God with JOYFULNESS of [mind and] 
heart [in gratitude] for the ABUNDANCE of all [with which 
He had blessed you], Therefore you shall serve your enemies....” 
One of the keys to receiving God’s best is seen in this verse 
– be joyful. Joy is not simply a feeling, but it’s really an ex-
pression of faith. People of doubt and unbelief aren’t joyful, 
but people who have faith in God and His Word are joyful 
because we know that God will always do His Word when we 
believe and act on it.

You can always know whether or not you’re acting on 
your faith by whether or not you’re expressing joy, for faith 
is always joyful. 

In fact, the above verse tells us that if we aren’t joyful, 
then we will serve our enemies. Not being joyful opens the 
door to the enemy, but being in joy closes the door to the 
enemy. Why is that? Because where there’s joy, there’s faith 
being expressed, and the devil can’t defeat the person who is 
expressing their faith.

Many Christians lose out to the devil for one simple rea-
son – they aren’t joyful. If you’re joyful, you’re expressing it. 
What are expressions of joy? Laughter, singing, shouting, 

praising, dancing in the Spirit, etc.... As we give way to these 
expressions of joy, we need to learn to release our faith 
through them. It’s not just laughing or singing or shouting 
that causes us to overcome the opposition, but it’s releasing 
our faith through these expressions of joy that makes them 
powerful. When expressing joy, hook your heart up to it, 
then faith will be released through the expression.

I love what one minister stated: “If you will express joy, 
God will get in those expressions.” We know if we express 
fear, doubt, worry, or any negative thing, the devil will get 
in those expressions. Well, we need to be expressing some-
thing that God can get in, and joy is an expression that God 
can get in – He can meet us and work in that expression. 
He’s certainly not meeting us in and working with expres-
sions of doubt, fear, worry, etc.

We must develop the habit of expressing joy. Many 
have a habit of expressing worry, fear, or doubt, but there 
are better habits God expects His people to develop, and 
one of those habits is joy.

When difficult circumstances arise, rejoice! You’re not 
rejoicing because of the difficulty, but you’re rejoicing be-
cause you know that the circumstance can’t defeat you as 
you hold to faith in God’s Word, and expressing joy is how 
you stay in faith when you’re faced with difficulties.

We are told this in James 1:2, “My brethren, count it all 
JOY when ye fall into divers temptations.” James is telling us 
how to keep difficulties from defeating us or how to run 
difficulties out of our lives – by rejoicing! 

I love something that Lillian B. Yeomans stated in one 
of her books on divine healing: “There’s nothing you can’t 
rejoice your way out of!”

We are told in Deuteronomy 28:47 & 48 that if we don’t 
rejoice, we will serve our enemies – they will have an en-
trance into our lives. But when we rejoice, we run the ene-
my out and keep the door closed to him.

Let’s develop and keep practicing the “joy” habit! Re-
joicing positions us for abundance!
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