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In 2009, God began dealing with me about selling the 
home my husband and I were living in at the time. I was a little 
surprised that God was leading me to sell the home since we had 
only been living in it for four years. God had first told me that He 
was going to give us a home eight years prior to buying it, and He 
had led us to this home. Now He was already leading us to sell it? I 
didn’t understand at the time, but we obeyed what He was leading 
us to do and we put it on the market to sell.

I began looking for the next home that He had for us, and 
I was led to a particular neighborhood. I spent months looking 
at the homes there. In 2011, our family was driving through this 
neighborhood going through the homes that were having an 
Open House. When we walked into one home, the Spirit of God 
spoke to my husband, “Buy this house!” The home we had on the 
market hadn’t sold yet, but Ed knew that God had spoken to him, 
so we bought the house. 

We understand that it doesn’t always make good business 
sense to buy a home before you sell the previous one, and we 
wouldn’t ordinarily have done that, but the Spirit told us to. When 
He leads you to do something, it’s always right – so we obeyed. 
We moved into the new home and enjoyed it immensely, yet our 
previous one still hadn’t sold.

At the time we moved into the new home in March 2011, the 
Spirit of God again spoke to me, saying, “You will only be in this 
house for four years.” Again, I was surprised. We had only been in 
the previous home four years when He said to sell it. I could have 
been happy to stay there the rest of my life. And now He was again 
saying that we would only be in this house for four years? I was 
so surprised. But I didn’t say anything to my husband about it; I 
didn’t want to sound fickle. 

In the meantime, our previous home sold and we were en-
joying the new one, although it didn’t seem permanent to me 
because of God saying we would only be in it for four years.

Then, when my husband went to heaven in October of 2013, 
I understood why God had led us to sell the previous home. It 
was a much larger home than the current one, and was on five 
acres. It required much more time and expense to maintain it, 
and since Ed was no longer here, God knew that the current 
home would be less for me to maintain.

Just a few weeks after Ed went home to be with the Lord in 
October 2013, God again reminded me of what He had told me 
when we moved into the current home, that we would only be 
in it for four years. At that time, I had been living in it for two 
and a half years. I told God that I was so happy in this home 
and I wouldn’t mind staying, but He kept dealing with me about 
another home. I had the sense that I wouldn’t have to go out and 
look for the house, but that it would just come. 

TAKING A TOUR
In February 2014, one of the classes in our Bible school had 

scheduled a field trip to tour Aimee Semple McPherson’s vaca-
tion home, called Aimee’s Castle, that was located about fifteen 
minutes away from our church. The large white home set on top 
of a hill and was easily seen from the freeway. In 1991, I had first 
seen pictures of it in a documentary of her life and had seen it 
many times in the distance from the freeway. Years before, I had 
the opportunity to tour it but had heard it was dilapidated, so I 
didn’t go at that time. Since the students were going to tour it, 
they invited me to go with them, so I did.

When we drove up to the house, it was very beautiful and 
grand, and I was surprised at how good of a condition it was in.

When I stood in front of the home, my spirit within was so 
stirred. It was like my spirit was jumping up and down. I turned 
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to Morgan, my daughter-in-law, and said, “I would love to have 
this house as a place for ministers to stay when they’re with us,” 
but I wasn’t even thinking of it as a home for me. When I said it, 
I was just kind of wishing out loud, imagining that it would be 
a wonderful house to have, but I wasn’t making that statement 
seriously. Besides, it wasn’t even for sale, and since my husband 
had just gone home to be with the Lord a few months earlier, I 
had many large projects on my plate, and I wasn’t thinking of 
adding another one.

The woman who gave the tour was from the Foursquare 
church who owned the house. She told us some of its history. 
The two lots the house sat on were given to Sister Aimee by 
land developers in 1926. The developers were hoping to make 
it a resort area for those from Hollywood, but they were hav-
ing a hard time drawing interest out to the remote area, so they 
thought that if they gave lots to the most well-known person 
known in Hollywood, that it would draw others. They decided 
that person was Aimee Semple McPherson, so they offered her 
the two lots and she agreed to build a home there (although 
there are now nine lots with the home). Construction began in 
1926 and was finished in 1929.

She owned the 
home for ten years, 
going there often to 
relax and rest from 
her full schedule. In 
the meantime, the 
Great Depression was 
going on and she de-
cided to sell the home 
in 1939 to construct 
a commissary to feed 
the hungry of the city.

The home changed hands a few time over the next decades, 
and from 1961-2001 it was the home of an author. At the time of 

the author’s death, the home was badly in need of repair. The rock 
and mortar foundation was failing, the prayer tower was in dan-
ger of collapsing; the house had severe structural problems. The 
plaster walls in the great room that had murals painted on them 
were crumbling, along with other issues throughout the house.

In 2005, the Foursquare Church Headquarters (which is the 
denomination founded by Aimee Semple McPherson) heard the 
house was up for sale and purchased it, then did an extensive 
restoration on it to preserve it, including replacing the rock and 
mortar foundation with a concrete foundation. They opened it 
for tours for Christian groups and also used it to house Four-
square ministers visiting the area.

In 2010, they decided to put it back on the market, and it 
was bought by an affiliate Foursquare Church in Anaheim, Cali-
fornia who wanted to continue to preserve its heritage. They also 
opened it up for tours with plans of doing more cosmetic updates 
on the home.

I’ve always enjoyed history and have a great appreciation for 
historical homes. When I was twelve years old, my own family 
moved into a wonderful historic home that was built in 1907, 
which my parents owned for over forty years. So when I saw Ai-
mee’s Castle, I had a great appreciation for it.

As the tour of the home began, we were led first into the 
caretaker’s quarters, which needed to be updated and would re-
quire some work, so I quickly dismissed any thought of desiring 
the house. With all the projects I was facing, my plate was quite 
full. But as the tour continued and I saw the wonderful features 
in the rest of the home, my spirit continued to be greatly stirred. 
My spirit was excited, but I didn’t think too much about it. After 
all, the house wasn’t even for sale.

THE DEALINGS 
OF GOD

One evening about two weeks later, in February 2014, I was 
sitting in my bedroom when the power of God came on me in a 
strong way, and God began to talk to me about the next house. 
I found myself thinking about Aimee’s Castle but I dismissed it. 
I just thought God used the tour of that home to get me even 
desiring the next home He had for me.

Up to that time, I had no desire for another home; I was 
quite content to stay in the home I was in. It is a wonderful home 
which is close to the church. But I knew for God to give me the 
next home He had spoken to me about, He would need my faith, 
my agreement, and with no desire, there would be no faith for it. 
You only have faith for that which you have a desire for. “What 
things so ever ye DESIRE when you pray, BELIEVE...” (Mark 
11:24). Faith only goes where desire puts it. 

Touring Aimee’s Castle, at least, stirred a desire in me for 
the next home. That’s why I thought my spirit was stirred when 
touring the house – that a desire for the next home came in me.

That night, God said to me, “I’m going to describe your next 
home to you.” He told me four features that the next home would 
have, which were four features about Aimee’s Castle, but still, I 
didn’t put two and two together. I initially never thought about it 
as a home for me, but only as a place to house visiting ministers. 
But when I saw the work it needed, I dismissed any thought of 
wanting that house, plus it wasn’t for sale, and the Foursquare 
Church still had many plans for it. 

About fifteen minutes after God spoke to me, Morgan, my 
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daughter-in-law, walked into my room and I told her the 
four features God had given me about the next house, 
but we had no idea which house He was referring to.

The very next night, the same thing happened 
again. I was back in my bedroom when the power of 
God again came in the room and again He told me the 
same four things about the house. I was blessed that He 
was dealing with me in such an undeniable way. Since 
my husband was no longer here, I would be making 
these decisions on my own now and I was blessed to 
be assured I wasn’t alone in this process, but I had the 
counsel of God. 

But this night, it was different. After He again gave 
the four features describing the home, He then told me 
which home. He said, “Aimee’s Castle.” I was stunned 
and shocked! It had never dawned on me that it was that 
home He had for me. 

I tried to give Him reasons against it. Yes, I appreci-
ated the home and the history of it. I knew I would enjoy 
having the home, but there were questions I had about it. 
Over the next few days, He answered and resolved those 
questions for me, and my heart and faith hooked into 
having this next home He had for me.

FOUR YEARS LATER
It was in February 2014 that God first spoke to 

me about the castle, and He told me when the house 
would come to me. It was almost a year later, in January 
2015, that I approached the Foursquare Church about 
purchasing the home. The pastor of the church knew of 
our ministry and that we would honor the history of the 
home. 

God had told me that I would be living in my cur-
rent home for four years. It was exactly four years after Great room of the castle. This is the original ceiling done in a 

gold leafing design.

Original photo of the great room. The murals on the walls, depicting a Palestinian street scene, were painted by her staff member, Dr. 
Tom Eades, who lived in the home for two years painting murals. These murals are painted to look like drapery.
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buying our current home that the Foursquare Church 
agreed to sell me Aimee’s Castle. It happened just 
when God said it would.

Even though the pastor agreed to sell it to me, 
it still had to be voted on by several boards before it 
could be sold to me. This process took several months, 
but the different boards all agreed to sell it to me. So, 
on July 2, 2015, I closed escrow on the home, about 
one and a half years after God told me He was going to 
give me the house.

I estimate it to be about a six month restoration 
and renovation process. There are many original fea-
tures in the home and those will be preserved. Sister 
Aimee built it to be a very grand home, and it deserves 
to be that way again, so I am thrilled at this wonderful 
process that’s upcoming.

I look forward to enjoying the home, but I also 
look forward to sharing it with the many ministers and 
friends of this ministry. I trust it will be a place of re-
freshing for them.



Atrium in the castle. Tile work is original and the wall mural is a replica of the original design. On the original photo on the top left 
page, the atrium is seen in the distance.





HOME

God can bless us in such a way that we 
will have things we’ve never had before and things we never could 
have gotten on our own. To receive what God has for us, we have 
to understand that there is God’s side, but there is also man’s side. 
When man does his side, then God will do His side. Our side is to 
believe – His side is to do the doing!

The House Comes 
with a Supply

When God told me that He was going to give me Aimee’s Castle, 
He also said to me, “When you buy a home, it comes with a kitchen. 
It comes with bedrooms. It comes with a family room. But for my 
children, the home also comes with a supply. There is a supply I 
have for their home – a supply of finances, a supply of furnishings, 
a supply of equipment – it comes with a supply.” 

Philippians 4:19 tells us, “But my God shall SUPPLY all your 
need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus.”

I knew that during the process of purchasing the home, my job 
was to be mindful of and talk about the supply. So many talk about 
the cost and expense of a home, but God’s people are authorized to 
talk about something greater – the supply. 

After God told me the house He had for me, every day I called 
in the supply for it. As we’re told in Romans 4:17, faith “calleth those 
things which be not as though they were.” It wasn’t my job to figure 
out where the money for the house would come. My job was to call 
it in! Because I believed there was a supply for the home, I kept 
calling it in.

If you’re to receive the supply God has for you and your home, 
you have to believe there’s a supply for it and call it in!

Faith is an Act!
We are to speak words of faith, but our confessions of faith aren’t 

the completion or the totality of faith. Our faith hasn’t reached its 
peak with confessions only – we are now to act on the confessions 
we make. We are to make confessions so we’ll know how to act! Our 
confessions are to direct our acting.

If it’s your desire to have a home or a different home, you can 
confess that God has a home for you and thank Him for it, but your 
confessions should make it so real to you that you make steps to 
find the home. Go out and start looking at Open Houses and model 
homes. Go as far as you can go in the natural. You don’t have to have 
all the money you need to look at homes. 

God didn’t start dealing with me about Aimee’s Castle until I 
walked through it. On the previous homes we owned, God didn’t 
speak to us about them until we walked through them. God didn’t 
just speak to us while we were sitting home without having made 
movement toward them.

You’re job is to go look at homes, then give God a chance to talk! 
Let Him either say yes or no. 

Many disqualify themselves from what God has for them at 
this point. They don’t put action to their faith by looking at homes. 
They sit at home and just wait for God to tell them which home, but 

you’ve got to be making movement so He can direct you. 
No one can steer a parked car. The car has to be moving before it 

can be steered. Make movement so God can direct you. 
When you go look at homes, keep your spiritual antenna up. 

Don’t set your mind and affections on a home without consulting 
your own spirit. When you walk into a home, you can know in your 
spirit if that’s the one. You may not hear God’s voice, but just check 
your spirit. If it doesn’t seem right, if it doesn’t seem to fit, that’s God 
leading you not to get it. But if it is the right one, it will bear witness 
with your spirit; you’ll have peace about it, and it will just seem to fit.

Let God Talk
Don’t disqualify yourself from a particular home because you de-

cided that you can’t afford it. If you decide you can’t have something, 
then you’re not giving God a chance to talk, because you’ve already 
decided you can’t have it. We’re not to be led by price; we’re to be led 
by the Spirit of God.

When you walk through a home, He may let you know that’s not 
your home, but at least give Him a chance to talk to you and don’t 
let lack, poverty, or fear decide you can’t have it. If God says that’s 
your house, then it’s His job to bring it to pass, and He will if you will 
believe Him.

Exercising My Faith
When my faith hooked into having the home, every day I thanked 

God for bringing the home into my hands, along with all the money 
for it, the furnishings for it, and the workers with wisdom to help 
renovate and restore it.

Not only did I thank God for it every day, but every day that I was 
home and not traveling, I would go and sit in front of that house and 
look at it, plan what I was going to do to restore it, and thank God for 
it. That’s how you get it in you!

When God told me that He was going to give me that house, I 
didn’t just sit back and wait for Him to do it since He said He would, 
but I added my saying and my action to it. Faith wasn’t done just be-
cause He told me that He was going to give me the house, faith had 
to take hold in a greater way. He needed my faith for what He said to 
come to pass. It wouldn’t have come to pass automatically without my 
faith. He needed my words and my actions of faith.

When we toured the home, I had taken many pictures of it, so dai-
ly I studied each picture carefully and made my plans for the house. I 
woke up and went to bed thinking about it. I kept my thought life full 
of thoughts about it. That’s how you get it in you!

Your Measure of Faith
Know this. God will always lead you in line with your measure 

of faith. He will never lead you to buy a home that’s beyond your 
measure of faith. It might be beyond your income, but it will not be 
beyond your measure of faith. If He leads you to buy it, then it’s be-
cause you have the measure of faith for it. But you will have to use 
your measure of faith. Many have lost homes God gave them because 
they weren’t diligent to exercise or use their faith for it.

How do you know what your measure of faith is? Romans 15:13 
tells us, “Now the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believ-
ing....” When you’re within your measure of faith, you have peace and 
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joy. If you’re out beyond your measure of faith, you won’t have a sense of peace and 
joy. If necessary, back up to get within your measure of faith. But know this, God 
will lead you in a way that puts a demand on your measure of faith – you will have 
to stretch.

Always stay within your measure of faith and use your faith. That’s your victory 
place.

2 Things God Told Me  
Restoration & REWARD

From the time God spoke to me about Aimee’s Castle until the time I purchased 
it was almost one and a half years. God dealt with me several different times about 
the home over the course of that time. 

One of the things He told me was that Aimee’s Castle was a restoration for me. 
In 2009, He had told us to sell the home we were in. We thought we could be in that 
home for the rest of our lives. But when the event of my husband’s home going drew 
near, God directed us to sell that home so that I wouldn’t be left with the responsi-
bility of that home when my husband was no longer here. God told me that Aimee’s 
Castle would be to me what that former house was supposed to be to me. Aimee’s 
Castle was a restoration of what that house was supposed to be. God knows how to 
restore! God can restore to you!

The second thing He told me was that Aimee’s castle was a reward. Hebrews 11:6 
tells us, “But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God 
must believe that he is, and that he is a REWARDER of them that diligently seek him.” 
When my husband went home to be with the Lord, my family and I kept moving 
forward in faith with the plan of God. We didn’t veer from faith or His plan. This 
scripture tells us that God’s reward belongs to those who diligently seek Him – those 
who stick with Him and His plan. God told me that Aimee’s Castle was a reward!

When God first started dealing with me about another house, I was a little hes-
itant about the thought of a different home because I was happy in the home I was 
in. So, He would repeatedly speak to me about the home, and when He did, I was 
particularly impressed with how important this seemed to God. I even told Him that 
it stood out to me that when He would speak to me about it, He seemed to lay great 
emphasis and importance on this. 

When I asked Him why it seemed to be so important to Him that I have this 
house, He then told me that it was a reward. 

Then He said something to me that I had never fully realized. He quoted to me 
what Hebrews 11:6 says. He said to me, “I am a Rewarder of those who diligently 
seek Me. I don’t just give rewards, but I am a Rewarder. That’s not just what I give, but 
that’s who I am! To be true to who I am, I must reward you. That’s why it’s important 
to Me that you receive this home because it’s an expression of who I am – a Reward-
er. For Me, the Rewarder, to be satisfied, I must not only reward you, but you must 
receive it for Me to be satisfied.”

From then on, I no longer wondered why I couldn’t just stay in the home I was 
content to be in. I wanted to be where His restoration and reward put me! There is 
such great joy in being in the place He planned for me.

God Has More for You
God has more for you too! He desires more for us than we desire for ourselves. 

But He needs our faith, our agreement, to bring us into what He’s planned for us.
Notice again Hebrews 11:6, “But without FAITH it is impossible to please him: for 

he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a REWARDER of them 
that diligently seek him.” When we stay with God and His plan for our lives, He will 
reward us. But notice that faith is also mentioned in this verse. It takes faith to stay 
with Him and His plan, but it also takes faith to move into the reward. I didn’t just 
sit idly back and wait for God to do it all. I did my part. I brought my faith daily to 
laying hold of the reward He had for me.

Everything we receive from God requires our faith, even His reward. Every day 
release your faith for the things you desire, for the things He’s prepared for you, and 
for the things that await you, for when our faith receives what He has for us, that’s 
what pleases Him.
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Sister Aimee’s Early Life and Conversion
    Aimee Semple McPherson was born in 1890 in Salford, Ontario, 
Canada, to James & Minnie Kennedy. Her father was a Methodist 
and her mother was very active in the Salvation Army, so she was 
exposed to much religious training in her early years. 

As the theory of evolution was beginning to come to the forefront 
in society and schools, Aimee was conflicted between the Christian 
teaching of her childhood and that of evolution. But finally, at the age 
of 17, she cried out to God, asking Him to make Himself real to her, 
and she committed herself to God. Shortly afterwards, she attended 
a church service held by a young Scottish evangelist named Robert 
Semple where she was filled with the Holy Spirit, but she it was also 
during the crusade that a romance between her and Robert Semple 
began.

After a short courtship, Aimee and Robert Semple were married 
in 1908, then shortly afterwards sailed to China as missionaries. 
However, within a year of their arrival, Robert and Aimee both con-
tracted a severe stomach malady. Aimee, now pregnant, survived the 
malady but Robert died. A short time after his death, Aimee gave 
birth to their daughter, which she named Roberta. Now Aimee was 
a 19-year-old widow, alone with a newborn in a foreign land, and 
without any money, but within days after her daughter’s birth, God 
provided money for her and her baby to return to the United States.

After her return to the United States, she worked with her mother 

Aimee
Semple McPherson
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in the Salvation Army, a ministry founded by William Booth.
In 1913 she met an accountant named Harold McPherson and 

soon after they were married. They had one son together, Rolf 
McPherson. 

Having two small children, Aimee resigned herself to be being 
unable to continue in ministry work, but still, Aimee sensed the call 
to preach but didn’t know how she could now go having a young 
family. Finally, her health had broken down and she became seri-
ously ill. After a failed operation, she lay dying when God again 
spoke to her, “Now will you go?” She answered 
that she would and awoke the next morning com-
pletely healed. 

A few weeks later, she packed up her car and 
kids and set off to preach. Her husband, Harold 
McPherson, joined her for a time on her preach-
ing tours, but finally took a job in one of the cities 
they traveled to. After 5 years of marriage, Harold 
McPherson, unwilling to continue to help Aimee in 
the ministry, divorced her.

The Traveling Ministry

By 1915, Aimee began holding tent meetings across America. 
Her mother soon joined her to help take care of her children since 
the small traveling family had no permanent home. Aimee, her 
mother, and her two children traveled the nation in their car and 
preached at every small town they encountered. They slept outside 
and cooked their food over a campfire. 

As her meetings continued, the crowds grew. Thousands would 
attend, with many left outside, unable to get in the tents and the 
buildings. 

By the time Aimee was 28, she was filling auditoriums of 20,000 
people, and many were saved and healed in her meetings. Aimee’s 
ministry style was unique. She was a New Testament evangelist 
with many healings and miracles happening through her ministry. 

“Dig the Hole 
& God Will Fill It Up!”

In 1918, Aimee arrived in Los Angeles, California, to conduct 
meetings, and God instructed to build her headquarters there. She 
purchased land and began to raise money to construct Angelus Tem-
ple. As a fundraiser, Sister Aimee sold a small pouch of cement for 
$1, building Angelus Temple $1 at a time! With $5,000 in hand, she 
asked the contractor what that would buy towards the construction 
of the church. He told her it would dig the hole. Aimee told him, 
“You dig the hole and God will fill it up!” And He did! Over the next 
two years, all of the money came to build Angelus Temple debt-free. 

Construction on Angelus Temple, the first free-standing dome 
structure in the 
United States, be-
gan in 1921 and was 
completed in 1923. 
It seated 5,300 peo-
ple and was full for 
the three services 
held daily for the 
first six months. 

Sister Aimee 
conducted weekly 
illustrated sermons 
and elaborate Gos-



pel pageants, plays, and musicals that Hollywood took note of. Many 
actors, including Charlie Chaplain and Mary Pickford, attended her 
services to get production ideas for the emerging motion picture in-
dustry. Anthony Quinn, the actor, played in her band as a young man, 
and was her Spanish interpreter when distributing food during the 
Depression. A young Richard Nixon also attended her services there 
and answered the salvation call.

Healings & Miracles
Healings and miracles were an earmark of her ministry. Thou-

sands and thousands received healing through her ministry.
In January of 1921, Aimee held a crusade at Balboa Park in San 

Diego, California, where over 30,000 people attended. She stood all 
day long to the point of exhaustion, praying for the sick. After the 
meetings, there were box trucks full of wheel chairs and crutches left 
behind by those who were healed.

Kidnapped
In 1926, Sister Aimee went to the California coast near Venice 

Beach, accompanied by her secretary. While Sister Aimee swam, her 
secretary went to the nearby hotel they were staying in to run an er-
rand, and when she returned Sister Aimee was gone. Presumed to be 
lost in the waters, massive search parties were organized. Two men 
drowned searching in the waters for her body. Her disappearance was 
front page news in all of the papers; no one was able to find a trace 
of her.

Minnie, Aimee’s mother, sadly announced to the congregation of 
Angelus Temple that Sister Aimee was dead, and a memorial service 
was held for her. Shortly afterwards, Minnie received a ransom note 
for Sister Aimee’s safe return. Minnie, convinced that Aimee was 
dead, dismissed the note as a hoax. 

But, Sister Aimee had indeed been kidnapped and was held in a 
small shack in Sonora, Mexico, where she remained a prisoner for 
five weeks. Sister Aimee managed to escape while her captors went 
for supplies. She managed to walk 13 hours across the hot Mexican 
desert until she arrived at the United States border in Douglas, Ari-
zona. 

There she told about her kidnapping. A couple had approached 
her at Venice Beach, asking her to pray for their sick child. She 
agreed and went with them. As she leaned into the car looking for the 
child, they pushed her into the vehicle, drugged her with chloroform, 
transported her to Mexico, and held her for ransom.

Her kidnapping and the case that developed after her return was 
widely reported in the newspapers, including many false reports 
made by people claiming to have seen Aimee in various places in an 
attempt to discredit her and her ministry.

Building Aimee’s Castle
Aimee had become one of the most famous personalities in the 

nation. In the mid-1920s, Aimee was approached by land developers, 
those endeavoring to develop the Lake Elsinore, California, area into 
a posh resort town. They knew having someone with Sister Aimee’s 
notoriety living there would help draw other wealthy and prominent 

people to the area. They asked Aimee if she would consider building 
a vacation house there if they donated the land on which to build 
it. She agreed, and in 1926 construction began on what came to be 
known as “Aimee’s Castle”.

Construction took three years and personally cost Aimee 
$286,000 ($4,000,000 in today’s currency). In addition to the donat-
ed land, exotic tile from around the world, other costly materials, and 
labor were donated. 

A trip she made to Palestine (which later became the nation of 
Israel) in the early 1920s, was the inspiration for her home. The 
Moorish architectural style she chose came complete with spires, 
arches, and unique architecture. This one-of-a-kind home was built 
with 5,125 square feet, five bedrooms, four full baths, two half baths, 
and a secret tunnel that Aimee would use so she could enter her home 
from the garage and escape the press that continually followed her 
every move. Sometimes, Sister Aimee would walk onto an overlook 
on her roof and preach to the crowds of press and others that followed 
her to her home.

Sister Aimee was consistently ministering 21 times per week at 
Angelus Temple, so the Lake Elsinore vacation home provided much 
needed rest for her. 

Ten years after building the castle, Sister Aimee sold her vacation 
home for $186,000 in 1939 in order to build the church commissary 
in Los Angeles which fed the many hungry people who were still 
feeling the effects of the Great Depression.
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Personal Life
With the kidnapping scandal behind her, Sister Aimee’s ministry 

continued increasing. Then, in 1931, she married David Hutton, a 
singer who performed in the operas held at Angelus Temple. Later, 
she would say that marrying him “was the biggest mistake of my 
life.” After only three years, Hutton divorced Sister Aimee, but she 
continued to do what she loved to do, minister to people.

Her Final Days
Throughout her ministry, the pace Sister Aimee kept did not leave 

her time for adequate rest. She would frequently stay up all night 
writing articles, operas, or plays. She began to experience physical 
difficulties. The doctors prescribed her medications to deal with her 
symptoms. It was later determined that she had also contracted a 
stomach parasite when she was kidnapped and held in Mexico. Sadly, 
doctors had misdiagnosed it as something else entirely, so the medi-
cation they were giving her brought no relief.

In 1944, Sister Aimee and her son Rolf had traveled to Oakland, 
California to conduct services. She had conducted a service that eve-
ning, then upon returning to the hotel, she told her son she was where 
she was most loved to be — on the road preaching. The next morning, 
she was found dead in her hotel room. It was ruled that she had died 
due to an accidental overdose of sleeping pills. She was 54 years old.

During Sister Aimee’s life, she achieved many huge accomplish-
ments. She founded the Foursquare denomination with over 400 
churches worldwide at the time of her death. (Under Rolf McPher-
son’s leadership, the denomination later grew to over 6,000 churches 
worldwide.) She was the first minister to ever purchase a radio station 
exclusively for the Gospel, KFSG in Los Angeles, which is still on 
the air today. She was the first woman to preach on the radio. At the 
time of her death in 1944, she had already applied for a television 
broadcasting license, when television was in its infancy. She was the 
first woman to drive across the nation unaccompanied by a man. Of 
Sister Aimee, Dr. Lester Sumrall stated, “She was brilliant by the 
Holy Ghost.”

Sister Aimee was sold out to God and to her call. Her life was an 
enduring example of what can be accomplished with the power of 
God and an unfaltering faith in God.



Sister Aimee with her son, Rolf McPherson, and her daughter, Roberta Semple.




